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(revised edition)
by Christine Ellio�  and David Jablonka
ISBN: 978 1 864 70494 5

Custom Bicycles: a passionate pursuit presents 
a selection of the many frame-builders 
around the world who dedicate their lives to 
designing and creating beautiful, handcra� ed 

bespoke bicycles. Each chapter visually showcases their cra� smanship with 
illustrations of their bikes and unique features, while the accompanying 
text tells of the personal journeys that inspired each designer to become a 
custom bicycle frame-builder.

� e featured builders range from highly experienced master builders, who 
have many years and hours of frame-building underpinning their expertise, 
through to those who represent the next generation of visionary frame 
builders. All the frame-builders in this book have been motivated by the 
ambition to create bikes in their own special way, while taking inspiration 
from traditional designs.

Aston Martin: Power, Beauty and Soul
by David Dowsey
ISBN: 978 1 864 70424 2

In this revised edition of Aston Martin: Power, 
Beauty and Soul, author David Dowsey 
explores the colourful history of Aston 
Martin, from its humble beginnings in a 
London garage in 1913, to its takeover by 
the Ford Motor Company in 1987 and sale 
in 2007. 

Many of those intimately involved at the various stages of the car’s history 
o� er fascinating insights into the development of the Aston Martin and 
amusing behind-the-scenes anecdotes. With lush full colour photography 
and detailed illustrations, comprehensive speci� cations of every model 
from the early DB right up to the V8 Vantage Roadster, and production 
statistics and racing results, Aston Martin: Power, Beauty and Soul is an 
indispensable reference for motor enthusiasts and a book that truly does 
justice to the Aston Martin name.

 Buga� i: Carlo, Rembrandt, E� ore, 
Jean
ISBN: 978 1 86470 323 8
Compiled by Amanda Dunsmore and John 
Payne at the National Gallery of Victoria, 
Buga� i: Carlo, Rembrandt, E� ore, Jean 
showcases the work of three generations 
of Buga� i cra� smen, artists and designers. 

� e Buga� i family represents a fascinating 
and unique story in the history of art, design 

and automobiles during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Works 
featured in this visually stunning book include furniture by Carlo Buga� i, 
animal sculptures by his son Rembrandt and the legendary cars designed by 
Carlo’s eldest son E� ore as well as Jean. DAVID
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David Rapley started racing bicycles at the age of 
13 and was an avid cyclist until educational and 

work demands relegated this to a recreational pastime. 
He has always maintained a strong interest in this sport 
– particularly its technical, social and historical roots 
and has been a professional restorer of exotic racing cars, 
motorbikes and bicycles since the mid-1970s.

Rapley’s fascination with mechanical devices and 
their origins ultimately led to a career as a professional 
mechanical engineer and a pastime as an amateur historian. 
He was co-founder of the Austin Healey Club in Australia 
in the 1960s, and is a life member of the Victorian Historic 
Racing Register. He is also part of a small group of 
enthusiasts instrumental in formalising historic car racing 
with the Confederation of Australian Motor Sport. He 
continued to serve in various administrative and technical 
roles for the next 20 years and today acts as a consultative 
technical adviser to the sport.

Besides his interest in bicycles and cars, David has wri� en 
the de� nitive history of ri� e clubs in Australia – Historic 
Ri� e Clubs of the Yarra Valley: A Historical Perspective 
1885–2000 – which was given a Special Commendation 
Award from the Victorian state government in 2005 for 
original research into an unexplored chapter of Australian 
social and military history. He is a regular contributor to 
various magazines and books on historic car racing and 
ri� e shooting.

Explore the story of the racing bicycle through the 
eye-catching collections of racing enthusiasts. � is 

breathtaking compilation of 100 bicycles showcases 
the brands, the racers and the technological evolution 
of the racing machine over the past 100 years. � e 
ultimate integration of form and function, racing 
bicycles are surprisingly elegant. � e models featured 
range from early-20th century machines made entirely 
from steel, to the latest in carbon-� bre and titanium 
technology.

David Rapley, Author
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�e Cycles of Cycling

Like everything in life, the popularity of cycling as a mode of transport or social leisure 
activity, moves in cycles. Initially it belonged to the domain of the wealthy, but eventually 
it became apparent that this plaything o�ered a simple and e�cient way of travelling for 
the general population – if it could be made in su�cient quantities and cheaply enough. 
�e industrial revolution perfected mass production and in the late 1800s it applied to 
the bicycle in dramatic fashion. Now the working class could travel easily beyond walking 
distance, far more economically and conveniently than by horse, and with a freedom of 
direction not o�ered by the railroad track. Most importantly it was probably the �rst time 
women could have independent means of personal transport. It has been said  
that the bicycle had more e�ect on the liberation of women than anything else.

By the 1930s, with the increase of personal wealth and the development of motorised 
transport, the car gradually eroded the bicycle’s popularity as the primary means of 
transport. However, it would take another 30 years before the working class completely 
abandoned the bicycle for the car. As the bicycle slowly diminished in terms of consumer 
appeal, so did the fashion for using it at all, judging by the Australian experience. During the 
mid-1960s, the majority of the adult population had virtually given up cycling. Children 
still rode to school and used them until they were old enough to drive a car. �is decline 
was delayed in countries with shorter travelling distances and be�er public transport 
systems, but to a greater or lesser extent it happened in Europe and North America.

�e big manufacturers, not wishing to lose their market, fought back. For example, Peugeot 
introduced a new range under the slogan of ‘�e Freedom Machine’ in 1970, a�empting 
to lure the young and active back into cycling. In Australia, as in other countries, they 
successfully worked to establish and revive their market. �e company assembled knocked 
down bikes in their own Melbourne factory and sought out a new network of dealerships. 
At this time Australia still had a traditional small bike shop in every town and suburb, 
struggling to survive and serving principally the teenage and children’s market. Some shops 
were still making their own frames but mostly were assembling bikes from bought-in parts, 
augmented with cheap, fully assembled Asian import models.
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Racing Bicycles: 100 Years of Steel depicts racing bikes from the turn of the 
20th century to the modern era, and features spectacular photography of racing 
machines from the Tour de France, the Olympics and World Championships, as 
well as bikes for everyday use.

The breathtaking new compilation gathers a hand-picked selection of bicycles 
from Europe and Australia, and documents developments in technology and 

Racing Bicycles  
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by David Rapley 

style over the past century. Racing bikes integrate form and function and the 
results are often surprisingly elegant, as well as practical, whether for cycling in 
competition or for pleasure.

The racing bikes contained in this book range from unused models to well-ridden 
but lovingly restored machines – from early 20th-century models made entirely 
from steel to the latest in carbon-fibre and titanium technology.

Features leading brands from the past hundred years, including:

Ace • Bates • Bianchi • Bullock • Cecil Walker • Cinelli  

Claud Butler • Colnago • Deane Toseland • Eddy Merckx   

Ephgrave • Ganna • Hartley • Healing • HetchinsIxion   

Maine Star • Malvern Star • Massey Harris • Nuvorelli   

Olmo • Paris • Perkins • Peugeot • Raleigh • Rambler   

Raphael Geminiani • Rob Special • Rossmore   

Super Elliot • Tom Wallace • Vitus
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